Village of Coxsackie
Workshop Minutes
January 5, 2023

The Workshop Meeting was called to order by Mayor Mark Evans at 6:00 p.m. Present were Trustee Donald Daoust and Trustee Rebecca Vermilyea. Trustee Stephen Hanse was present via Teleconference. Trustee Katlyn Irwin was absent. 

NY Restore Grant

Mayor Evans introduced James Hannahs, of Greene County Economic Development, who was present to discuss the NY Restore Grant. 

Mr. Hannahs stated that ESD released their next round of RestoreNY Funding, a program designed to revitalize vacant, abandoned, condemned, and surplus properties, in order to spur commercial investment and improve the area’s housing stock. Given the Village’s most recent NY Forward application, it’s clear that not only is there a desire to revitalize Downtown Coxsackie, but the Village also has the projects that attract the RestoreNY program. He believes the renovation plans at the Dolan Block has the catalytic potential to obtain RestoreNY funding and further the Village’s downtown revitalization strategy. 
Trustee Hanse asked what the grant amount is capped at. 

Mr. Hannahs stated that the grant is capped at a max of $2,000,000.00 or up to 90% of the project cost. 

Trustee Hanse asked what the estimated project cost is.

Mr. Hannahs stated that the estimated project cost is $5,000,000.00.

Mr. Hannahs stated that the RestoreNY application is due January 27th, 2023, at 3:00 PM and must be submitted by a municipality. A Letter of Intent was already signed by the Mayor and submitted. Mr. Hannahs stated that at the time of the application, a $500 fee is imposed by ESD, and he would ask that to be remitted by the developer. For the grant writing component, he is prepared to work with the department at the County to assemble the required information for the grant. In essence, there would be no cost outlay for the Village to submit this grant. The next step in the process is to hold a Public Hearing regarding this grant project. 
After deliberation, the Board agreed on a date of Wednesday, January 25th at 6:00 p.m. This date will be officially set via Resolution No. 32023- Authorizing a Public Hearing, Submission, and Publication of Property Assessment List for Restore NY Application, scheduled for adoption at the upcoming Board Meeting on Monday, January 9th. 

Correspondence Received 

The Board discussed a letter received from the DEC stating that the Village has successfully met the aluminum effluent limits, and that they have lifted the Order on Consent for the Water Treatment Plant. 

The Board discussed a letter received from Central Hudson regarding routine line clearance program (tree cutting). 

The Board discussed a report received from New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets rating the Village’s Municipal Shelter Inspection as satisfactory.

The Board discussed a letter received from Coxsackie Hose Company #3 requesting funding for the purchase of trophies for the 2023 Greene County Volunteer Firemen’s Convention to be held here in the village.

The Board discussed a letter received from Coxsackie Hose Company #3 thanking the Village Board for the purchase of the Gear Washer.

Water & Sewer Request

The Board deliberated on the following water & sewer request received:

Sitcer Construction, 11933 State Route 9W-A water bill of over $11,000.00 owed. Back on April 22, 2022, Sitcer Properties, LLC bought 11933 State Route 9W. The home was a foreclosure and was purchased from a bank down in Georgia. There was never a final water/sewer bill done for the closing on the property at that time. When Sitcer Construction took possession of the property, they discovered 3-4 feet of water in the basement. Work was completed and the house was sold to Brandon Jacobs on August 26, 2022. There was never a final water/sewer bill done for the closing at the property at this time either. In September 2022, a bill for water and sewer was received showing that there was an issue with past due water/sewer charges. This is an error on all parties involved. The attorneys and title companies should have addressed the past due water/sewer charges owed at both closings that took place. When the Board discussed this issue last month, the Board offered to reduce the bill down to $5,000.00, and Sitcer Construction countered the offer proposing that it be reduced to $3,000.00. The Mayor suggested that the difference be split, and it be reduced to $4,000.00. Sitcer Construction seemed to agree, so long as they pay $3,000.00 and the new owner pays $1,000.00. The Mayor stated that he still needs to reach out to Sitcer Construction to let him know of the Board’s proposal. 

Short Term Rental Moratorium

There is a Public Hearing scheduled for Monday, January 9th at 6:45 p.m. for Local Law #1 of 2023-2023 Temporary Moratorium Law on Short Term Residential Rentals. The Board will have to schedule Work Sessions thereafter to address. 

Riverside Festival Committee

The appointments of Stephanie Sitcer, Erin Scott, and Shelley Frank as the new Riverside Festival Committee members is on the agenda for the upcoming Board Meeting on Monday, January 9th. 

Town of Coxsackie/Hose Company #3 Fire Protection Contract

The approval of authorizing the Mayor to sign the contract, once both the Town Supervisor and President of Hose Co. #3 have signed, is on the agenda for the upcoming Board Meeting on Monday, January 9th. 

Coxsackie Hose Co. #3

Coxsackie Hose Co. #3 sent a letter requesting funding for the 2023 Greene County Volunteer Firemen’s Convention to be held here in the village. In the past 3 conventions, the Village has donated $1,000.00 towards trophies. The Board discussed following suit again this year, and putting it on the agenda for approval for the upcoming Board Meeting on Monday, January 9th. 

A motion to enter into Executive Session at 6:35 p.m. to discuss potential litigation [Notice of Claim received], potential disciplinary action against police officer [name withheld], and current Council 82 union contract negotiations was made by Mayor Evans and seconded by Trustee Daoust. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to come out of Executive Session at 6:55 p.m. and return to the normal Workshop Meeting was made by Mayor Evans and seconded by Trustee Vermilyea. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried. 
Trustee Hanse left the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Department Head Reports
The following Department heads came in at their respective scheduled times to give their monthly report: Fire Chief Shawn Burdick, Police Chief Samuel Mento, Water Superintendent Adelord Preville, Chief Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator David Varade, and Planning Board Chairman Robert Van Valkenburg, Jr. 

The following Department heads were excused: Department of Public Works Superintendent Scott Martell, Code Enforcement Officer Michael Ragaini, and Dog Control Officer Sherry Vieta. 
All Department head monthly reports are on file with the Village Clerk.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Mayor Evans. Mayor Evans voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Nikki Bereznak
Clerk


