VILLAGE OF COXSACKIE
BOARD MINUTES
December 13, 2021


Mayor Mark Evans called the Board Meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. Present were Trustee Donald Daoust, Trustee Stephen Hanse and Trustee Rebecca Vermilyea. Trustee Katlyn Irwin was absent. 

A motion to approve the minutes from the November 3, 2021 Special Meeting-ARPA Fund Use was made by Trustee Hanse and seconded by Trustee Daoust. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the minutes from the November 8, 2021 Board Meeting was made by Trustee Hanse and seconded by Trustee Vermilyea. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried.

Correspondence Received

A thank you card was received from Christine Warren thanking the Village for operating the Summer Recreation Program last summer. 

A letter was received from Agriculture & Markets for satisfactory inspection of Columbia-Greene Humane Society.

A letter was received from Greene County regarding a public hearing for lands to be included in agricultural district no. 124. 

Liaisons & Board Reports

Mayor Evans stated that the Village Board will dispense with the reading of the monthly department head reports, but that all monthly reports are on file with the Village Clerk.

Motions & Resolutions

A motion to approve the request received from Jim Warren, of 502 Riverside Avenue, to remove penalties from their water/sewer account in the amount of $ 34.92 was tabled for further discussion.

A motion to approve the request received from Simone’s Kitchen, of Route 9W, to remove penalties from their water/sewer account in the amount of $ 157.11 was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Trustee Vermilyea. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the request received from Robert Cole, of 58 Mansion Street, to remove penalties from their water/sewer account in the amount of $ 192.74 was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Trustee Vermilyea. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the request received from P.A. Wolfe Development for water/sewer hookup for the new hardware store on Route 9W was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Trustee Vermilyea. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the renewal of the 1-year Greene County EMS Lease for housing the paramedic truck in the ambulance station was made by Trustee Hanse and seconded by Trustee Daoust. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried. 
A motion to approve raising the amount charged to the school for School Resource Officer hours from $25/hour to $28/hour was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Mayor Evans voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted no. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve a pay increase for Chris Gallagher of the Water Department in the amount of $ 2,500.00, due to him completing his 6-month probationary period, was made by Trustee Vermilyea and seconded by Trustee Daoust. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the Peddler’s Permit Applications received from Astral Power/Neighborhood Sun was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Trustee Vermilyea. Mayor Evans voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted no. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve hiring Gina M. Torres as a Police Officer was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Mayor Evans voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted no. The motion carried. 

Mayor Evans swore in newly hired Police Officer Gina M. Torres.

A motion to approve the water/sewer adjustments from November 1-30, 2021 was made by Trustee Vermilyea and seconded by Trustee Daoust. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the bills on General Fund Abstract #7, vouchers 481-554 totaling $243,579.25; Water Fund Abstract #7, vouchers 219-270 totaling $ 112,073.99; Sewer Fund Abstract #7, vouchers 166-201 totaling $ 110,518.07; Owl Project Fund Abstract #7, vouchers 45-51 totaling $ 17,000.00; Trust & Agency Fund Abstract #7, voucher 24 totaling $ 216.00 was made by Trustee Hanse and seconded by Trustee Vermilyea. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried. 

* Abstract #3 Voucher # 163 General Fund Check # 20610 in the amount of $ 603.68 to Witmer Public Safety deleted. Should have been billed to Hose 3.

A motion to approve authorizing the spending of up to $ 21,500.00 on a washer and dryer for firefighting gear to be placed at the Hose #3 firehouse using ARPA funds was made by Mayor Evans and seconded by Trustee Vermilyea. Mayor Evans voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. Trustee Daoust abstained. The motion carried. 

Public Comment Period 

Veronica Foley, of 56 Ely Street, stated that the current review and approval process of the Village of Coxsackie meeting minutes should be changed. Meeting minutes should be posted two weeks prior to approval, to allow sufficient time for the public to review before they are placed on the next month’s meeting agenda and approved by the Village Board. 
 
Veronica Foley stated that at the last Village Board Meeting, the Mayor stated that American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) fund updates will likely continue to be discussed at Workshop Meetings. She said that she hopes that the Board will be transparent when making decisions on the ARPA funds. She would like to see the funds used for infrastructure, like the Village has mentioned as a potential use in past meetings. She asked if there was further discussion regarding the ARPA funds at the previous Workshop Meeting. 

Mayor Evans stated that there have been no further meetings or discussions around the ARPA funds since last month. The only update to the ARPA funds is that he has received cost estimates from Delaware Engineering for water line replacement on Lawrence Avenue and the Village’s portion of the end of Ely Street. 

Trustee Daoust stated that he would like to make a statement regarding the purchase of the Fire Department gear washer/dryer. He said that because of all of his years involved with the Fire Department, he can understand firsthand why this piece of equipment is important. He feels that the gear washer/dryer is something that is needed in the Fire Department.  

No further public comments were offered.

A motion to adjourn the Board meeting was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Trustee Vermilyea. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Vermilyea voted yes. The motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,




Nikki Bereznak
Clerk



