VILLAGE OF COXSACKIE
BOARD MINUTES
December 10, 2018


Mayor Mark Evans called the Board Meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Trustee Stephen Hanse, Trustee Donald Daoust, Trustee Joseph Ellis and Trustee Dianne Ringwald. 

Mayor Evans announced that he would like to have a moment of silence for the passing of Larry Connolly. He was involved in the community as well as local politics. He was also a fellow fireman, and lifetime member of D.M. Hamilton Steamer Co. #2. Mayor Evans and the rest of the Board Members extended their sympathies to Mr. Connolly’s wife, Victoria. A moment of silence followed. 

A motion to approve the minutes from the November 13, 2018 Board Meeting was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Trustee Ellis. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes.  The motion carried.

Correspondence Received

A letter was received from the Environmental Facilities Corporation advising the Village that they have been awarded a $3 million grant towards the Village’s water tank project.  
Correspondence Sent

A letter was sent from Delaware Engineering to the Environmental Protection Agency, on the Village’s behalf, responding to the letter from the EPA last month on discharges from the Water Plant.

Liaisons & Board Reports
Trustee Ringwald reported that the Department of Public Works has been busy this month with getting ready for the coming winter. Leaves fell late this year, so the guys put the leaf box on truck #4 and started picking up leaves, and are still picking up leaves. We had an early snow storm this year as well. We had a fuel spill on Thanksgiving morning due to a malfunction of our fuel system during the night. Clean up has been done and we are making the necessary repairs. The men did ditch work on the corner of Ely Street and Church Street, and filled in a drainage trough on Freleigh Place Extension with item #4 stone and plate tamped it. The men plowed roads during the snow storm we got on November 15th and 16th. They took the light up snowflakes out of storage, changed out bad bulbs and put them on the poles for the holiday season. They also put up garland and bows on the columns at Village Hall, and repaired the lights on the Christmas tree at the Senior Center. The men put up wreaths, lights and signs for Christmas by the River. They coned off the playground area to protect the new playground equipment. The playground installation is still moving forward, but has had some set backs due to weather. Trustee Ringwald stated that there was a water break on December 3rd at 101 Ely Street, where they dug all day and had a hard time funding the leak. 

Trustee Daoust reported that the Water Department assisted with the water break on Ely Street. He said that the fire hydrant at Riverside Park has been replaced and put back into service. He stated that both the Water and Wastewater Departments have completed their preventative maintenance. Trustee Daoust stated that the new Wastewater Department Laborer is performing well. 

Trustee Ellis commended the Fire Department on a successful Parade of Lights. He said that it was nice to see a lot of participation, and that it was a good event for the Village community. He said that he hopes the Fire Department personnel do not pay attention to the shameful and negative Facebook posts from residents complaining about various things regarding the parade, such as littering by throwing candy, and who is responsible to clean it up etc. He said that this event is for the kids, and it is disappointing that there are those who always feel the need to constantly complain. He stated that he, as well as the rest of the Board Members, mourn the loss of Larry Connolly. He had spoken to Mr. Connolly’s wife, Victoria, and she passed along her thanks to all the first responders. He said that Firemen put their lives at stake and are owed a debt of gratitude. Trustee Ellis reported that the Fire Department is working on getting a Knox Box to allow Firemen to enter businesses in the event of an emergency. The Fire Chief is working on getting all active members up to date with physicals. He said that on January 9, 2019 there will be solar training that Fire Department members will be attending. On December 17, 2018 Fire Department members will go through a fit test and flow test on air packs. Insurance work was completed on ETA 5-3, and a new front tire was put on M 5-1 due to a leak. E 5-2 is out of service for repairs. Trustee Ellis reported that the Fire Chief and Assistant Chiefs have mentioned they would like to see a fuel reimbursement policy in place. The Village Board has asked them to provide some recommendations to look over and further discuss.   

Trustee Ringwald reported that the Police Department has received their new Dodge Charger patrol car. The car will have a brand-new stalker radar unit installed, that was secured by grant through the Greene County Sheriff’s Office. The Police Department only must pay $ 350.00 for a $ 2,500.00 unit. The new Police Officer hire, Anmol Marwaha, will be sworn in tonight. Trustee Ringwald reported that the Police Chief has been in contact with Jenn Crawford, Senior Advisor at Crawford Technology, regarding a disaster/emergency response plan. They are requesting this so that they may better be able to determine if they will impact adversely during construction of the solar farms in the event of an emergency response by the Village and Town. 

Trustee Hanse stated that the Planning Board has been working on lot line adjustments. Their Planning Board Meeting has been moved from December 20th to Thursday, December 13th at 7:00 p.m. They are also reviewing the sign law in relation to backlit signs in the Village. Trustee Hanse reported that the Building Inspector has issued 6 building permits this month. Trustee Hanse stated that he is pleased that the Board is moving forward on a fairer water rate for Village residents. He is happy that customers will be paying for what they use. 

Mayor Evans thanked the Fire Department and surrounding departments for their response and help with the fire that occurred on Washington Avenue on December 8th. 

Trustee Daoust stated that the Firemen did an outstanding job, but it was truly an unfortunate circumstance. He and the rest of the Board Members thanked the Firemen. 

Mayor Evans swore in new Police Officer Anmol Marwaha.

Motions & Resolutions

A motion to approve the request received from Jacob Rulison of 3 John Street requesting to have his penalties removed from his water/sewer account in the amount of $ 1,074.81, due to the fact that he did not check his meter for a long time, and has since paid his large bill and had a radio read meter installed was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the request received from Tara McSherry of 137 Riverside Avenue to have her penalties removed from her water/sewer account in the amount of $ 40.05, due to the fact that she misplaced her bill and has a good payment history was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to deny the request received from Thomas Moore of 59 Green Road requesting to have his water/sewer bill lowered due to various water leaks that caused a large bill was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the new water/sewer rate structure to take effect starting January 1, 2019 was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the new UPSEU Collective Bargaining Agreement for the water/sewer employees was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve hiring new part-time Police Officer Anmol Marwaha was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve water/sewer adjustments from November 1-30, 2018 was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Trustee Ellis. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the bills on General Fund Abstract #7, vouchers 551-637 totaling $222,927.72; Water Fund Abstract #7, vouchers 175-210 totaling $ 69,929.68; Sewer Fund Abstract #7, vouchers 174-207 totaling $ 68,848.41 was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried.

Public Comment Period

Amy Keyser, of 113 Kings Road, stated that the drainage by her property is horrible. She said that she always has water sitting in her backyard, and that this year was the worst it has been in four years. She said that the drainage on all of Kings Road is bad, and asked if there was anything that the Village can do. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Evans stated that the Village tries to keep an eye on the creek that runs along Kings Road and surrounding area to make sure nothing is blocked. He said that the Village can not do any work on private property. That the best the Village can do is make sure that there is no obstructions.

No further public comments were offered.

A motion to adjourn the Board meeting was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

 
Respectfully submitted,



Nikki Bereznak
Clerk




