Village of Coxsackie
Budget Work Session Minutes
March 29, 2018

The Budget Work Session Meeting was called to order by Mayor Mark Evans at 6:30 p.m.  Present were Trustee Stephen Hanse, Trustee Donald Daoust, Trustee Joseph Ellis and Trustee Dianne Ringwald. 
Mayor Evans stated that an issue has been brought before the Village Board regarding the upcoming Fire Chief Elections. According to the Fire Department Bylaws, a list of eligible voters to vote in the Fire Elections should be submitted to the Village Clerk by March 15th. The list was received from D.M. Hamilton Fire Company, but not Coxsackie Hose Company #3. At the last held Fire Council Meeting on March 27th, the Mayor had asked the Council to include the Hose #3 Firemen to be able to vote in the upcoming election. He stated that according to the Bylaws, a roster is supposed to be filed with the Village Clerk on a monthly basis, and this has never been done since the last election held in 2015. A list was submitted to the Village Clerk on March 28th, and the Fire Council agreed to refer this issue to the Village Board for a final determination. He stated that the Village Clerk and Fire Chief communicated about the issue of not receiving the list of eligible voters from Hose #3, and that nothing was done until the night of the last Fire Council Meeting. He said that this is a procedural timing issue, and asked why there was no directive between the Fire Council and Wardens regarding this issue. The Mayor stated that he feels that the members of Hose #3 should be allowed to vote in the election, and that there should be more transparency in the Fire Department. 
Trustee Ellis asked if according to the Bylaws the Village Clerk is supposed to receive a roster from both companies on a monthly basis. 
Mayor Evans stated that that is how it is stated in the Bylaws. The Secretary is supposed to submit the roster to the Village Clerk. He asked the Village Clerk when the last time was that she had received a roster. 
Clerk, Nikki Bereznak, replied that the last time a roster was received was before the last Fire Chief Election in March of 2015. 
Trustee Ellis asked if this matter had been brought to the attention of the Village Attorney. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Evans stated that it had not been brought to the attention of the Attorney. 

A motion to approve allowing Hose Company #3 members to vote in the Fire Department Election on Thursday, April 5th, with using the current eligible voter list dated Mach 28, 2018 on file with the Village Clerk was made by Mayor Evans and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried.
Mayor Evans stated that the whole issue pertains to the Fire Department Bylaws which may need to be reviewed and addressed. 
Trustee Ringwald stated that there have never been any issues with the Fire Chief Elections in the past. 
Trustee Ellis stated that he voted in favor of allowing the Hose #3 members to vote, but that he is disappointed in the way the Fire Council has been running. 
A motion to pay off Debt Service Bond #11921 for a DPW Truck in the amount of $ 30,000.00 was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Daoust. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Daoust and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Daoust voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Nikki Bereznak
Clerk



