VILLAGE OF COXSACKIE
BOARD MINUTES
September 12, 2016


Mayor Evans called the Board Meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  Present were Trustee Stephen Hanse, Trustee Joseph Ellis, Trustee Dianne Ringwald and Trustee Paul Sutton.  

A motion to approve the minutes from the August 4, 2016 Community Choice Electric Aggregation-Good Energy Public Hearing and dispense with reading of the same was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Ellis.  Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. Trustee Hanse abstained. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the minutes from the August 4, 2016 Workshop Meeting and dispense with reading of the same was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Sutton. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. Trustee Hanse abstained. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the minutes from the August 8, 2016 Board Meeting and dispense with reading of the same was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the minutes from the August 18, 2016 Water and Sewer Review Meeting and dispense with reading of the same was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. Trustee Hanse abstained. The motion carried. 

Hearing of Visitors and Guests

Mayor Evans swore in Stacey Smith as a new member of the Planning Board.

Liaisons & Board Reports

Trustee Ringwald reported that the men at the Highway Department have been busy with the Riverside Festival, Movie Night, the sidewalk project and paving of Ely Street, Church Street and Riverside Avenue. The crew has been doing weed eating, mowing, and lawn reclamation on new sidewalks. She said that the men set up and took down fencing, gates and trash cans for the Riverside Festival and put up and took down signs for the Movie Night. They also put up food pantry funding signs in front of the Village Building. They had to take down street signs, no parking signs, and one way signs for the movie filming on South River Street. She said that the men started the sidewalk project on Mansion Street in mid-August. Callanan has finished paving Ely Street, Church Street and Riverside Avenue. The Village had planned on paving Ely and Church, but had extra CHIPS money set aside so we were able to add on Riverside Avenue. She said that the men cut up a fallen tree at the cemetery, and the Village has been working with the Correctional Facility work program to have inmates cut down trees, vines, brush and clean along the fence. The men cleaned out the firehouse garage and disposed of old wooden snow fencing. They are organizing signs, tires and other miscellaneous equipment. She said that the Village has had a few water breaks in the past month but they have been out in the Town. 

Trustee Sutton reported that the Wastewater Department has done some cleaning around the pump stations, and they are sanding and repainting the pipes at both the pump stations and Sewer Plant as well. Trustee Sutton stated that the Water Department is looking to replace a flow control valve at the Water Plant. This valve controls the water flow from the plant to the system. It’s been band-aided for the past two years but needs to be replaced. He said that the men ordered radio read meters for the Coxsackie-Athens School. They should be here in 2-4 weeks. Trustee Sutton reported that the Fire Department attended the Greene County Convention where vehicles and men from both departments marched in the Mardi Gras and formal dress parades. He said that both Fire Departments did very well and received awards. He said that the Fire Department is getting ready for fire prevention at the school scheduled for October 7th. 

Trustee Ellis reported that the Police Department has been working on equipment re-certifications. The radar units in the police vehicles must be calibrated and certified so that in the event of a trial it validates that the PD’s equipment is functioning correctly and will support the speeding charges. He said that Sgt. Arp has been working on the evidence room. The modifications needed for the room have been determined, and they are working on cooperating with Coeymans Police Department on the destroying of evidence. Trustee Ellis stated that the Police Department has just completed the initial installation of cameras to the rear of the Village Building overlooking the patrol cars and rear door. The cameras were provided free of charge by Officer Springstead. They did a great job and are considering another camera at the Police Department entry way. He stated that Officer Barkman, who is also a Sergeant at the Department of Corrections, is overseeing the community service of the inmates. The inmates have already cleaned brush and debris from the cemetery. He said that any non for profit organization or municipality can use this service by providing a written request on official letterhead. The Friends of the Library are planning on using the community service crew to help clean and spruce up the Heermance Library gardens which are in desperate need. Trustee Ellis stated that Officer Barkman is presently working on the reimbursement for the Ballistic Safety Vests. 

Trustee Hanse reported that the Planning Board’s next meeting will be September 15th. They will discuss the Flach title transfer for the old Vermilyea Hardware building as well as where he is with the asbestos removal and financing etc. Pat Maxwell has been appointed as the temporary Chairperson for the Historic Preservation Committee. Their meetings will be held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. He stated that the Building Department has issued 13 building permits this month as well as 3 violations. Two violations were for overgrown grass and weeds and one was for an unsafe building on Washington Avenue. 

Mayor Evans reported that the Food Pantry project should be starting in the next week or so. They money raised so far will go towards buying construction supplies. Wolfe builders has agreed to construct the frame of the building and Barry Rausch will be installing the electric. After the initial work is done, then construction will begin as money allows. He said that the new Village of Coxsackie website is up and running but some features still need to be updated. He stated that the Village has been able to finish a lot of paving this year. He said that he can think of two more streets in the Village that are in pretty bad shape that will be addressed in the next budget year. The paving has been funded by CHIPS money from the state. The DPW has been busy with extending the sidewalks on Mansion Street. He said that the entire sidewalk extension may be completed in the next couple of weeks. 

Trustee Hanse stated that the prison workers have found a number of old gravestones while cleaning out the cemetery. He said that they are also able and willing to take out, sandblast and re-install the old fencing around the cemetery.   

Mayor Evans appointed Pat Maxwell as temporary Chairperson of the Historic Preservation Committee for up to six months, until the group feels that they wish to recommend a permanent Chairperson. He thanked Pat Maxwell for all of her hard work in getting the Historic Preservation Committee back up and running. 

Motions & Resolutions

A motion to approve the request received from Vincent Schettini to remove the penalty of $35.05 from his water/sewer account as he misplaced his bill was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the request received from Laura Ingram of 6 John Street to remove the $25 penalty on her water/sewer account from not reading her meter as she has had a radio read meter installed was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the following appointments to the Historic Preservation Committee:

-Betty Cure-3 year term
-Linda Deubert-2 year term
-Diane Fausel-2 year term
-Janet Gerrain-2 year term
-Pat Maxwell-Temporary Chairperson-5 year term as member only
-Michael Rausch-Vice Chairperson-3 year term
-Wendy Warren-2 year term

was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the appointment of Tyrone Coleman to the Historic Preservation Committee for a 4 year term was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A roll call vote was taken on Resolution No. 122016 to Schedule a Public Hearing for Monday October 10th, 2016 at 6:45 p.m. Pursuant to Article 2 of the Eminent Domain Procedure Law for the acquisition of 5.796 acres of the old American Valve Site. Mayor Evans voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes.  Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes, with the understanding that a solar panel array may not be the sole purpose of the property. The resolution was approved.

A motion to approve putting out to bid the recently retired Ford Crown Victoria police car with bids due back to the clerk by 4 p.m. on October 6th, 2016 was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the PAL to hold the annual 5K and new Fall Festival in the Village Hall & complex was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the water plant Finished Water Valve Replacement as part of the water plant maintenance plan from Budget line item F1990.48 not to exceed $25,000.00 was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve directing the $2,000.00 donation from Amazon TV Series Film crew to the Food Pantry project was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.  

A motion to approve water/sewer adjustments from August 1-31, 2016 was made by Trustee Hanse and seconded by Trustee Sutton. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the bills on General Fund Abstract #4, vouchers 184-256 totaling $ 80,885.98; Water Fund Abstract #4, vouchers 68-103 totaling $ 156,910.78; Sewer Fund Abstract #4, vouchers 74-107 totaling $ 35,429.92 was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

Public Comment Period

Mayor Evans stated that the Village had to list a sole purpose in order to obtain the old American Valve property. He said that the Village agreed on using a solar panel array installation, but that the use of that property could always change. 

Dawn Smith asked if the date for the October 10th Board Meeting was correct since that is considered a holiday for the Village Offices. 

Mayor Evans stated that the date is correct. The Board members all agreed that so long as everyone was available, they would decide to keep the meeting on the usual Monday.

Jennifer Seekamp stated that this year Halloween falls on a Monday. She asked if the Board has ever thought about making the last Saturday in October a designated Trick or Treat Day. She said that she has seen this done in other communities. 

Mayor Evans stated that the Board is open to something like that and will perhaps contemplate it in the future. 

Jeff Haas asked if the voluntary water conservation is still in effect.

Mayor Evans stated that it is still in effect. The levels at the reservoirs are ok but still not great.

Trustee Ringwald stated that the Public Works Department has accomplished a lot so far this year and she is happy with the progress the Village is making. 
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No further public comments were offered.

A motion to adjourn the Board meeting was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted,



Nikki Bereznak
Clerk




