VILLAGE OF COXSACKIE
BOARD MINUTES
August 8, 2016


Mayor Evans called the Board Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Trustee Stephen Hanse, Trustee Joseph Ellis, Trustee Dianne Ringwald and Trustee Paul Sutton.  

A motion to approve the minutes from the July 7, 2016 Workshop/Informational Meeting and dispense with reading of the same was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Ellis.  Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. Trustee Hanse abstained. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the minutes from the July 11, 2016 Board Meeting and dispense with reading of the same was made by Trustee Hanse and seconded by Trustee Sutton. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried. 

Public Comment Period-Agenda Items Only

Sam Landy of United Mobile Homes stated that he notices that a Resolution to deny the UMH application is on the agenda for tonight and asked why it is being denied.

Mayor Evans stated that the Board will discuss this when they get to that part of the meeting before they pass the resolution.

Albert Matter of 11640 Route 9W stated that he has an issued with the sewer rate in the Town. He has a well for his water and pays for sewer only. He feels that what he pays is too high for just sewer usage.

Mayor Evans stated that the Village Clerk will take a look at his account and get back to him this week.

Correspondence Received

An email was received from Chris Moore, State Parks, stating that the State is working on a re-planting of trees at Riverside Park an also gave the types of trees approved for planting should someone wish to donate a tree. 

A letter received from the Sprouts Program seeking a donation.

Liaisons & Board Reports

Trustee Ringwald reported that the men at the Highway Department have been busy with patching roads, blacktopping over water breaks and repairing water breaks. They have been picking up brush, weed eating and mowing. They also completed another drainage project on Kings Road. She said that Mid-State Pest Control was hired to spray the Mansion Street cemetery for weeds and Poison Ivy. She said that North Country Landscaping cleaned up the Riverside Park around the gazebo to make it look nice for the Riverside Festival. The men installed new spindles on the gazebo railings where they were kicked out by vandals, and they did repairs on the lawn mower and trucks. Paving will be done on Ely Street, Church Street and a portion of Riverside Avenue. The men patched over water breaks and pot holes, and installed crosswalk signs at the church corners. She said that cars are not stopping at the crosswalk on Mansion Street, and people need to be aware that they need to stop to let people cross. She said that she has also noticed that people aren’t picking up after their dogs in the park. Trustee Ringwald reported that the men at the Highway Department replaced some curb boxes. She said that years ago there was a Historic Preservation Committee but that it dissolved over the years. This committee will be starting up again this month. She said that she would like to see the Village keep looking neat and clean.

Trustee Sutton reported that the Wastewater Department hydro flushed 385 feet on Mansion Street and 345 feet on Freleigh Place. They have been doing some in house cleaning and all preventative maintenance is up to date. He said that they drained the #3 clarifier to clean and check the structure. Trustee Sutton reported that the Fire Department attended a training seminar put on by Central Hudson concerning natural gas and electrical down wires. He said that the Fire Department had all self-contained breathing apparatus services, checked and certified. Trustee Sutton reported that the Water Department has been doing some in house cleaning and also cleaned around the reservoirs. He said that people are leaving trash behind at the reservoir and they need to realize that this is not permitted. 

Trustee Ellis reported that the Police Department has received the new police car and it is now in service and fully equipped. He said that the Annual Yard Sale Day was successful and there were no issues to report. The traffic flowed well and they will continue to implement the same traffic patterns next Yard Sale Day. He said that Officer Michael Taylor is in the final two weeks of completing his required field training. He is expected to be on the September schedule. He said that the Heroes and Autism Awareness Day was successful and was supported by the Coxsackie Police Athletic League. There were approximately 200 children who enjoyed the presentation. The Police Chief gave special thanks to Sgt. O’Brien and Don Meier of PAL for all of their support and help with these community events. Trustee Ellis reported that the Police Department will be doing some renovations to the evidence locker and locker room. He said that he will be working with Sgt. Arp and the Police Chief on putting together a final plan for presentation to the Board. He said that the Police Chief is looking to hold a firearms certification for all of the officers on AR weapons later in August. Trustee Ellis reported that everything went well with the Annual Riverside Festival, and that the Village notified residents prior to keep their dogs confined indoors during the fireworks.

Trustee Hanse reported that the Code Enforcement Officer has issued 25 building permits. He said that the Planning Board has reestablished the Historic Preservation Committee, and that they will be meeting later in August to start work. He said that the Village Board has also appointed two new members to the Planning Board. The new members are Stacey Smith who will be serving the remainder of Chester Warren’s term, and Walter Cole who will serve as an alternate member. He said that the old Vermilyea building has changed ownership from W&A Flach to Flach Development, LLC which is better equipped to handle the construction of the project. They have an asbestos contractor in place and are waiting for National Bank of Coxsackie to approve their construction loan under the new company to begin demolition. He stated that the next Planning Board meeting is scheduled for September 15th.

Mayor Evans reported that the Riverside Festival went very well. He thanked Bonnie Ecker of the Council on the Arts and the Fire Departments. He said that there is a new business open on Reed Street called the Reed Street Bottle Shop. He stated that the Village is still under a voluntary water conservation. He said that the Village needs to see more rain, and that the levels at the reservoirs are up, but not to the level needed to remove the conservation notice. He stated that a community to the north of the Village has had some water issues in connection to high PFOA levels. With all of the talk of PFOA and water contamination, the Village recently decided to test Coxsackie’s water. The results have been posted online at the Village’s website, www.villageofcoxsackie.com. He stated that the Village has received word from the State that they will be awarding the Village 2.56 million dollars in grant money towards the sewer project. He thanked Delaware Engineering and the staff in the main office for all of their hard work in getting paperwork filed.  

Hearing of Visitors and Guests

Sergeant William O’Brien presented a plaque to the Village Board on behalf of the Police Athletic League Program for their continued support.  

Motions & Resolutions

A motion to approve the request received from Amanda Quinlivan to attend this year’s New York Conference of Mayors training classes from September 12th-16th in Saratoga Springs was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the request received from Charles Herwick of 5 Greenwood Drive to remove the $25 meter card penalty, since he has a perfect meter card submission for 16 years was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the request received from Rebecca Baker of 65 Mansion Street to change her billed consumption from 135,000 gallons, which is believe to be false, to 13,520 gallons which is considered to be about average usage and pay for that usage was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the request received from Scott Watson of 12 Church Street to remove the $25 meter card penalty, since he has a perfect meter card submission for a number of years was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the quote received from Gary’s Excavating Inc. in the amount of $13,701.57 to repair the retaining wall at 95 South River Street was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the appointments of Betty June Cure, Linda Deubert, Diane Fausel, Janet Gerrain, Pat Maxwell, Wendy Warren and Michael Rausch as members of the Historic Preservation Committee was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the 2015-2016 Annual Update Document (AUD) and authorize the Mayor to sign and submit to the State Comptroller’s Office was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the bid received from Callanan Industries, Inc. in the amount of $55,600.00 for the paving of Ely Street and upper Church Street and for the DPW Supt. to negotiate additional work by Callanan for Riverside Ave. up to the approved budget amount of $85,000.00 was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the bid received from CDE Electric, Inc. in the amount of $2,780.00 for additional Christmas light electric connections on 10 poles down Mansion Street was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.  

A motion to approve allowing the Village to turn over the sewer line hook-up request received from John Halsted of 11539 State Route 9W to Delaware Engineering to make the formal request to DEC for relief from the moratorium was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the appointment of Stacey Smith as member of the Planning Board to fill the remaining term of previous member, Chester Warren, expiring April 2020 was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis vote yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the appointment of Walter Cole as alternate member of the Planning Board for a term of four years was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the annual lease renewal for a bay at the Hose #3 firehouse in the amount of $2,800.00 was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to deny the request received from the Sprouts Program for a $200.00 donation was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve the request received from James Pregent to sell back a second week’s vacation was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve a 3 year lease agreement with Greene County for the Solid Waste Transfer Station with terms of $20,000 payment year 1 and $1.00 for years 2 and 3, with the understanding that they intend to upgrade the facility but it is not first on the list, and the transfer of property to the county for $10.00 only if they upgrade the facility by the end of the lease was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve purchasing a 9’ 3.0 Cubic Yard salt spreader for $5,431.00 from T&T Sales, Inc. of Latham was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion to approve ordering 10 new Minitor Pagers for the FD at a cost of $3,870.00 from River Valley Radio, Inc. of Westerlo was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve Local Law #2 of 2016 To Add a New Chapter to the Village of Coxsackie Code Entitled “Community Choice Aggregation (Energy) Program” was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Hanse. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

A roll call vote was taken on Resolution No. 102016 Concerning a Proposed Action to Select Good Energy, L.P. to Act as Community Choice Aggregation Program Administrator. Mayor Evans voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes.  Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The resolution was approved.

Mayor Evans announced that the Board will now allow representatives from UMH to make comment regarding the resolution denying their manufactured home park application. 

Dave Engel, Attorney representing UMH, stated that the he feels that the Village Board is making a mistake in denying the application. He said that UMH filed the application in 2015 and were aware of the sewer problems. He stated that UMH is willing to work out a reasonable solution with the Village, and that this began more than a decade ago. In 2009 the Village issued a SEQR determination in which the Mayor signed. In that determination there were suggested solutions to improve the sewer system. He said that UMH remains committed to help solve these issues, however, they do not feel that they should have to carry the burden of seeking out engineering to help find re-mediation solutions. This would be a costly endeavor. He said that they understand that the Village is under a consent order and have until 2022 to remediate the sewer. UMH is willing to phase in the project as sewer capacity allows. He said that in a recent letter sent to the Village it states that UMH is willing to pay the Village $5,000.00 per rental lot for a total of $805,000.00 by the time the project is completed. He said that UMH is entitled to a full hearing. 

Sam Landy of UMH said that back in 2005 when UMH first started working with the Village, they stated that they would only move forward with this project if it was supported by the Village and that they didn’t want ten years of litigation. Now it is ten years later. 

A roll call vote was taken on Resolution No. 112016 To Deny the Manufactured Home Park Application of UMH of Coxsackie LLC. Mayor Evans voted yes. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The resolution was approved.

A motion to approve water/sewer adjustments from July 1-31, 2016 was made by Trustee Ellis and seconded by Trustee Ringwald. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried. 

A motion to approve the bills on General Fund Abstract #3, vouchers 110-183 totaling $ 50,625.24; Water Fund Abstract #3, vouchers 38-67 totaling $ 14,515.48; Sewer Fund Abstract #3, vouchers 39-73 totaling $ 37,012.84; Trust & Agency Fund Abstract #3, voucher 2, totaling $ 19.72 was made by Trustee Ringwald and seconded by Trustee Sutton. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.
Public Comment Period

Mayor Evans stated that the AUD is complete and is going to be submitted to the State. He said that the Treasurer’s monthly report will be completed tomorrow and that the Water Fund seems to be looking well. He announced that on August 18th at 7:00 p.m. there will be a Water/Sewer Review Meeting. 

Jennifer Seekamp of 15 Spencer Boulevard stated that she teaches 6th grade at Coxsackie-Athens Middle School. They will be working on a project that involves providing service to the community and she wanted to know if they could clean up and help restore McQuade Park. She said that they would like to do things like remove graffiti from the playground. 

Mayor Evans stated that the Village replaced the wood chips with rubber chips in the playground area a couple of years ago and this was quite costly. He said that he will get into contact with her about what the kids can help do. 

Jennifer Seekamp asked when there will be another public hearing for Good Energy.

Mayor Evans stated that the Village Board has just passed a resolution and local law this evening and once submitted Good Energy will get the word out to residents through mailings and advertising. He reminded residents that this is an opt-out program meaning that residents will automatically be enrolled unless they choose to opt-out or are under contract with another supplier. He said that Good Energy seems to think that residents should start to see savings by the end of the year. 

Jeff Haas asked if the new Village website is up and running. 

Mayor Evans stated that it should be within the month. He also announced that the Annual Movie Night is August 12th at 8:00 p.m. and the movie that will be showing is Zootopia.

No further public comments were offered.

A motion to adjourn the Board meeting was made by Trustee Hanse and seconded by Trustee Ellis. Trustee Hanse voted yes. Trustee Ellis voted yes. Trustee Ringwald voted yes. Trustee Sutton voted yes. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,



Nikki Bereznak
Clerk
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